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Bloomington-Normal Duplicate games at the First Christian Church located at Jefferson and Lee streets near
downtown Bloomington starting at 11:45AM:
June 4 – mentor Monday quarterly club championship pairs
June 11 – NAP qualifier open pairs
June 18 – ACL Longest day Alzheimer fundraiser open pairs
June 25 – NAP qualifier open pairs
Contact Ann Schuyler at 309-826-9791/309-663-4052 for information or to arrange for a partner.
Mike's Bridge Club schedule:
Saturday, June 2, 11:45AM – World Wide Bridge Contest open pairs - Centennial Christian
Monday, June 4, 6:15PM – 99ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Wednesday, June 6, 1:15PM – 499ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Thursday, June 7, 11:45AM – NAP qualifier open pairs – Centennial Christian
Saturday, June 9, 11:45AM – NAP qualifier open pairs – Centennial Christian
Monday, June 11, 6:15PM – NAP qualifier 99ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Wednesday, June 13, 1:15PM – NAP qualifier 499ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Thursday, June 14, 11:45AM – NAP qualifier open pairs – Centennial Christian
Saturday, June 16, 11:45AM – NAP qualifier open pairs – Centennial Christian
Monday, June 18, 6:15PM – 99ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Wednesday, June 20, 1:15PM – 499ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Thursday, June 21, 11:45AM – Longest Day open pairs – Centennial Christian
Saturday, June 23, 11:45AM – Longest Day open pairs - Centennial Christian
Monday, June 25, 6:15PM – Club championship 99ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Wednesday, June 27, 1:15PM – Club championship 499ers only pairs – Centennial Christian
Thursday, June 28, 11:45AM – Club championship open pairs – Centennial Christian
Saturday, June 30, 11:45AM – Club championship open pairs - Centennial Christian
Contact Mike Tomlianovich at 309-825-5823 for information or to arrange for a
partner. All game results are posted online: http://clubresults.acbl.org/
All games sanctioned by the American Contract Bridge League.
Announcement: Effective 4/1/2012, all ACBL-sanctioned bridge games held in
Bloomington-Normal are fragrance free. Please be respectful of those who are
fragrance intolerant. Thank you!

The Bloomington-Normal
“Top 25” Masterpoint holders
As of 4/6/2018 – residents of Bloomington-Normal only
paid up ACBL members only

Other players:
1
3,785.22 Steve Babin
2
3,729.55 Betty Capodice
3
3,031.45 Zack Freehill
4
2,912.80 Eunice Patton
*** 2,557.18 Laura Addison
5
2,353.06 Cindy Moore
6
2,339.72 JoAnn Schroeder
7
2,184.45 Mike Tomlianovich
8
2,012.42 Ann Schuyler
*** 1,735.61 Steve Hawthorne
9
1,732.14 Lori Moore
10 1,667.57 Dewey Gronau
11 1,606.73 Ron Emmett
12 1,455.39 Charlie Morton
*** 1,398.35 Sharad Chitgopekar
*** 1,320.43 Ed Lombard
13 1,241.43 Jeff Furler
14 1,267.15 Stan Gutzman
15 1,238.16 Jeanne Strand
16 1,156.10 Ivey Weaver
*** 1,091.94 Marian Edmunds
17 1,045.75 Jean Barnett
18
994.16 Randall Motchan
19
973.46 Joyce Clay
20
914.23 Steve Wulfers
*** 835.37 Glen Beaman
21
797.02 Henrietta Crain
*** 792.95 Don Strand
*** 780.34 Jack Kessler
22
774.76 Dave Freehill
23
766.07 Dennis Moll
*** 741.06 Pearl Harris
*** 699.99 Peg Deutsch
*** 610.73 Martin Compton
*** 570.80 Ann Farnsworth
*** 567.22 Ruth Wettaw
24
539.72 Lane O’Connor
25
517.85 Sallie Boge

12,577.47
***12,568.06
5,054.45
5,000.08
4,429.23
*** 4,073.45
4,124.25
*** 4,048.11
4,025.08
3,900.20
3,196.74
2,877.32
2.848.00
2,693.98
2,626.18
2,597.68
2,550.34
2,542.17
2.450.98
2,172.16
2,019.12
1,912.09
1,847.15
*** 1,776.22
1,574.28
*** 1,525.29
1,284.01
1,281.73
1,223.28
1,201.12
***1,093.04
*** 916.41
832.17
713.00

Chris Benson-LeRoy
Dick Benson-LeRoy
John Seng-Champaign
Larry Matheny-Colorado
Ron Sholes-Springfield
Alan Wienman-Morton
Christine Carroll-Champaign
Jim Carbaugh-Metamora
Phyllis Rahn-Dunlap
Kish Devaraj-Georgia
Paul Lindauer
Mary Allen-Peoria
Carole Sholes-Springfield
Terry Goodykoontz-Champaign
Ray Russ-Henry
Pat Carrington-Champaign
Georgia Heth-Morton
Margaret Hansell-Champaign
Gail Moon-Tennessee
Hank Hoffman-East Peoria
John Maloney-Champaign
Tim Cull-Arizona
Marilyn Stickel-Lacon
John Burdon
Bobbie Straker-Pekin
John La Rue-Pontiac
Jim Moon-Tennessee
Chuck Langley-Mechanicsburg
Dan Bunde-Champaign
Bill Bulfer-East Peoria
Phil Kenney-Eureka
Floyd Sherry-Eureka
Wes Seitz-Champaign
Carole Miller-Champaign

*** deceased

IMPROVE YOUR PLAY
with Larry Matheny

Sponsored by:
S & S Paint & Body, Inc
Complete detail service
Kelly Spence, owner
Ph: 309-662-5241 Fax: 309-662-7045
2051 Ireland Grove Road, Bloomington, IL 61704
#1 –
The opponents can make it very difficult for you to reach your best contract. But, sometimes their
aggressive action works to your advantage.
Scoring: IMPs (Teams)
Hand 17-39
Vul N/S

62
AJ98
AQJ2
A65

QJ943
6432
73
KJ

AKJ1085
Q
6
109873

West

North

East

South

-

-

4

Pass

4NT

DBL

5

5

6

Pass

5
Pass

Pass

K1075
K109854
Q42
Bidding: East started the auction with a bold bid at the four-level. In an attempt to fool the
opponents, West bid 4NT. This ploy did not work against North who doubled to inform his partner
the opponents were trying to steal the hand. East continued the charade with five clubs to show two
keycards. South bid his diamond suit and West pushed North into the slam.
Play: West led the queen of spades ruffed by declarer. It was clear to declarer he needed to find the
queen of hearts and the king of clubs. Declarer led a diamond to dummy followed by a spade ruff in
his hand. He then led another trump to dummy followed by a low heart. Glad to see the queen
appear, declarer next concentrated on the club suit. East had preempted in spades and shown up
with a singleton in each of the red suits. This suggested East would have the length in the club suit.
Declarer next cashed the remaining heart winners ending in dummy. When he cashed the ace of
clubs, West followed with the jack. On the next club, East followed smoothly with a low card. After
some thought, declarer decided to play the queen. This worked when the king was with East, but
also when West started with a doubleton KJ. In that case, West would win the king but would then
have to lead a spade allowing declarer to discard his remaining club.
At the other table South played in five hearts scoring eleven tricks. This was a gain of 12 IMPs to the
N/S team.
Copyright ©2017 Larry Matheny

#2 –
A preemptive bid is a powerful weapon. However, it is a two-edged sword that can cut both ways.
Here it pushed one pair into a slam while frightening the other.
Scoring: IMPs (Teams)
Hand 17-40
Vul N/S

A2
AK65
92
AK965

KQJ97643
QJ10
63

West

North

East

4S

DBL

Pass

Pass

Pass

Pass

South
6

8
943
J1087
108743
105
872
AKQ54
QJ2

Bidding: West opened with a preemptive four spades and North considered his options. A double
would be for takeout while 4NT would show two places to play. His concern was what do if partner
responded with five diamonds. A third, less attractive option was to pass and make sure of a plus
score. He finally made a takeout double and South leaped to the diamond slam. North considered
bidding 6NT but finally decided to pass and hope his partner held strong diamonds.
Play: West led the king of spades to dummy’s ace. Declarer began by cashing the top three
diamonds and found that East held a trump trick. Next, he played the queen of clubs and found that
East held five of those. Declarer counted 10 tricks: 1 spade, 2 hearts, 3 diamonds, and 4 clubs. That
meant declarer had to score both of his small trumps. He cashed three more clubs pitching a spade.
Next, he led a spade from dummy and ruffed in his hand. If East had ruffed in front of him, declarer
would simply discard his heart loser. Now he cashed the ace-king of hearts and ruffed dummy’s last
club in his hand. His only loser was the diamond.
At the other table, North passed the four spade opening. It seems the fear of failing in a diamonds
contract prevailed. The scores of +1370 and -100 meant a swing of 15 Imps.
Copyright ©2017 Larry Matheny

#3 –
The great bridge expert Benito Garozzo turns 90 this month and is still a major force. One of his
rules is “When in doubt, lead a singleton". While that is excellent advice, it doesn’t always work.
Scoring: Matchpoints (Pairs)
Hand 17-41
Vul E/W

AKJ
1054
K95
AJ83

6
Q9
QJ8
Q1076542

107532
83
A1064
K9

West

North

East

South

-

-

Pass

1

Pass

2

Pass

2

Pass

3

Pass

4

Pass

Pass

Pass

Q984
AKJ762
732

Bidding: South opened one heart and North forced to game with a 2/1 response of two clubs. South
continued to put on the brakes and they settled in the heart game.
Play: At most tables West led his singleton spade. Declarer won, drew trumps, pitched a diamond
on the ace of clubs and lost only two diamonds. At one table West led the queen of diamonds. After
winning the third diamond, East decided a trump promotion was more likely than finding West with a
club trick. The fourth diamond did indeed elevate the heart queen into a defensive trick. Down one
was a top.

Copyright ©2017 Larry Matheny

#4 –

Selecting the opening lead can be difficult. Often the auction will help but sometimes it is nothing
more than your best guess
Scoring: Matchpoints (Pairs)
Hand 17-42
Vul E/W

AKQ8642
AK632
10

97
7
K1052
J86532

1053
94
QJ9864
A4

West

North

East

South

-

-

-

1

Pass

5

Pass

5

Pass

6

Pass

Pass

Pass

J
QJ1085
A73
KQ97
Bidding: South opened one heart and North leaped to five diamonds. This was the rarely used
Exclusion Blackwood convention. Agreeing hearts, this promised a void in diamonds and asked
South how many keycards (4 aces + heart king) he held outside of the diamond suit. South admitted
to none and now it was up to West to find the right opening lead.
Play: West had to guess which black suit to lead and finally selected a spade. Declarer won and
quickly drew trumps. He then discarded dummy’s losing club on his ace of diamonds and claimed
all of the tricks.
In a small, local pairs game about half of the field led a club to hold the contract to twelve tricks.

Copyright ©2017 Larry Matheny

Announcement: Effective 4/1/2012, all ACBLsanctioned bridge games held in Bloomington-Normal
are fragrance free. Please be respectful of those who
are fragrance intolerant. Thank you!

Remember: All Bloomington-Normal duplicate events adhere to
the ACBL’s zero tolerance for unacceptable behavior. Do
NOT let this person’s conduct rub off on you!!

Bloomington-Normal 70% club
Years 2017-18 only
Sponsored by: TBA
2018/5/7
2018/4/18
2018/4/9
2018/3/17
2018/2/26
2018/1/24

70.34%
70.48%
70.37%
72.22%
78.08%
70.24%

Cindy Lake & Eunice Patton
Kay Marvin & Linda Odette(499ers)
Doug Lamb & Joe Culpepper(99ers)
Ron Emmett & Paul Lindauer
Bob Bray & Larry Ziegler(99ers)
John Ford & Ray Dostal(499ers)

2017/12/18
2017/12/13
2017/12/12
2017/12/11
2017/12/7
2017/12/6
2017/12/2
2017/11/13
2017/11/5
2017/9/25
2017/9/23
2017/8/7
2017/8/7
2017/7/31
2017/6/19
2017/6/3
2017/5/15
2017/5/15
2017/5/9
2017/5/8
2017/5/4
2017/4/25
2017/3/27
2017/3/22
2017/2/8
2017/2/1

74.31%
70.00%
77.78%
73.08%
72.22%
70.00%
71.85%
70.14%
76.85%
73.15%
72.22%
71.25%
71.88%
70.14%
73.33%
71.43%
74.31%
73.61%
70.83%
70.56%
71.48%
73.61%
75.69%
70.24%
73.81%
70.24%

Ron Calabrese & Bob Bye(99ers)
John Ford & Ray Dostal(499ers)
Marilyn & Darryl Bremner(Clinton invitational)
Lori & Cindy Moore
Tom Teeters & Steve Wulfers
Jim Swanke & Kirk Kimmell(499ers)
Cindy Moore & Zach Freehill
Tom Teeters & Steve Wulfers
Lori & Cindy Moore
Bev Branning & Lynn Steffen(99ers)
Cindy Moore & Steve Babin
Eric Malchodi & Larry Ziegler(99ers)
Eunice Patton & Steve Babin
Ron Calabrese & Bob Bye (99ers)
Gary Kemp & Larry Ziegler(99ers)
Eunice Patton & Steve Babin
Lynn Steffen & Mary Houska(99ers)
Gaye Hoselton & Larry Ziegler(99ers)
Nancy Lamkin & Connie Finney(Clinton invitational)
Ron Calabrese & Bob Bye(99ers)
Ann Schuyler & Mike Tomlianovich
Marilyn & Darryl Bremner(Clinton invitational)
Lynn Steffen & Mary Houska(99ers)
Bob Clay & Kirk Kimmel(499ers)
Kay Marvin & Linda Odette(499ers)
Kay Marvin & Linda Odette(499ers)

BRIDGE BITES
from: The American Contract Bridge League
By: Brian Gunnell

#041 – THE DEVIL’S COUP
You could play a lifetime of bridge without pulling off a Devil’s Coup, but it’s worth a look purely for
its entertainment value.
♠ AT4
♥ Q954
♦ KJ96
♣ A7
♠ J73
♥ A872
♦ T82
♣ Q54

North
West
East
Declarer

♠ Q8
♥ JT63
♦ 753
♣ J632

♠ K9652
♥K
♦ AQ4
♣ KT98
Dummy’s ♥Q (even though it is a
defense is toast. If West ruffs low then
last two tricks with the ♠A and ♠K … if
and there is now a finesse position
indeed!
To bring off this small miracle, West’s
3=4=3=3 or 3=5=3=2 and he had to
honors. We don’t know if that offers
8%, but we are sure that bringing off

It looks like Partner has overbid again because you find
yourself in the dreadful contract of 6♠. West cashes the ♥A at
Trick 1 and now the success of your slam depends upon
losing no trump tricks, missing QJ873. The chances of one
defender holding QJ doubleton are pretty remote (8%,
actually) and you can do better by not drawing trumps.
At Trick 2, you ruff the Heart continuation, cash three
Diamonds (ending in Dummy), ruff another Heart, cash ♣A
and ♣K, and ruff a Club, reaching this position, with the lead
in Dummy:
♠ AT
♥Q
♦9
♣
♠ J73
♥7
♦
♣

♠ Q8
♥J
♦
♣J
♠ K96
♥
♦
♣T

Do you see how to win the rest of the
tricks?
Sure you do!
You ruff
winner!) and, when the ♣T is led, the
Dummy overruffs and you score the
West ruffs high then Dummy overruffs
against East’s Queen!
Devilish
distribution had to be precisely
hold one of the missing Spade
better odds than the aforementioned
the Devil’s Coup is so much more fun!

#042 – THE STRIPTEASE COUP
We round out our series on bridge coups with a personal
favorite.

♠ AQ765
♥ 53
♦ Q4
♣ 9854
♠ JT943
♥ KQT4
♦ 65
♣ A3

North
West
East
Declarer

♠K
♥ AJ2
♦ AK73
♣ QJT62

♠ 82
♥ 9876
♦ JT982
♣ K7

After West has overcalled in Spades, South finds herself in
5♣, a contract which appears doomed when West’s opening
lead is the ♥K. Declarer cannot play on trumps immediately
because the defense has three cashing tricks … she cannot
pitch her two Heart losers on the top Spades because East
will ruff the third round … and she cannot pitch Dummy’s
Heart loser on the Diamonds because West will ruff the third
round.

But Declarer has a resource, let the striptease commence!
Declarer’s ♥A wins the first trick, the ♠K is unblocked, then
over to Dummy’s ♦Q. The ♠A is cashed (Declarer pitching a Heart, of course), and now, when
Dummy’s ♠Q is played, East must ruff to prevent another Heart pitch. He cannot ruff high (Declarer
would pitch the Heart anyway) so he ruffs low and is overruffed. Next, Declarer plays his high
Diamonds and this time it is West who is forced to ruff in order to prevent the Heart pitch. West
must also ruff low and is overruffed by Dummy.
After those two low ruffs, both defenders have bared down to a singleton trump honor, so Declarer
can lead a trump and enjoy the sight of the Ace and King tumbling down on the same trick! This
was actually a double Striptease Coup as both defenders were divested of their protective small
trump.

#043 – THRUST AND PARRY
East made a couple of fine defensive plays on this deal, but Declarer parried with some good plays
of her own, and eventually prevailed.
N-S Vulnerable
West North East South
2♠
Pass Pass 3NT
Pass Pass Pass

♠ 652
♥ Q543
♦ 42
♣ QJT3
♠ KQJT93
♥ 762
♦5
♣ 842

North
West
East
Declarer

♠ A87
♥ KJT
♦ AKQJ3
♣ K5

♠4
♥ A98
♦ T9876
♣ A976

West’s 2♠ was preemptive, showing a 6-card suit and a weak
hand. West leads the ♠K, and Declarer ducks the first round,
just in case West was being frisky and bid 2♠ on a 5-card suit.
The purpose of that “hold-up play” is to make sure that East
is out of Spades when he later gains the lead.

Declarer wins the second round of Spades (East pitches a
Club), and must flush out East’s Aces in order to reach 9
tricks. She leads the ♣K, but East cleverly ducks that,
making his own hold-up play in order to shut out Dummy’s Club suit. Declarer persists with Clubs
and East wins the second round, then exits with a Diamond. Next comes the ♥K, but again East
holds up his Ace, and holds up yet again when Declarer plays the ♥J! East has succeeded in
keeping Declarer from reaching Dummy, but only temporarily. Declarer leads another Heart, which
East must win. Again, East exits with a Diamond. Declarer cashes the remaining Diamond winners
and loses the fifth round to East. East’s remaining card is a Club and that gives Declarer her 9 th
trick. It took a while, but finally, at Trick 13, Declarer reaches Dummy!
Post Script: If Declarer had held three Clubs instead of just two, East would have wanted to duck the
second Club and win the third round. How did East know to win the second round instead? His
helpful Partner gave him a count signal, playing the Two on the first round. By playing a low Club
West showed an odd number … if West had held a doubleton, he would have played his high Club to
show an even number. Nice defense by E-W, albeit in a losing cause.

#044 – CHERCHEZ LA FEMME

If it’s not too late already, try looking at just the N-S hands and decide how you are going to play that
Spade suit. Where’s the lady?
E-W Vulnerable
South West North

♠ A873
♥ QT9
♦ 985
♣ K32
♠4
♥ 876542
♦ QJT
♣ T65

North
West
East
Declarer

♠ KJT92
♥3
♦ AK643
♣ Q4

♠ Q65
♥ AKJ
♦ 72
♣ AJ987

2♠
4♠

Pass 3♠
All Pass

East
1NT
Pass

That 1NT opening showed 15-17 HCP, after which the auction
inches its way up to 4♠. West leads the ♦Q, which is won by
your Ace. You have one loser in each of the side-suits, so to
make your contract you must avoid losing a trump trick.

In the play of the Spades you could choose to finesse against
West, or to finesse against East, or to play “for the drop”
(hoping that the suit is 2-2 or the ♠Q is singleton). The
general rule, when holding a 9-card fit, is to play for the drop, all things being equal that is about a
58% chance.
But why settle for 58% when you can have 100%? Yes, it’s time for some counting. N-S have a
combined 22 HCP, that leaves E-W with 18. West has already played the ♦Q, leaving precisely 15 or
16 HCP in the East hand. As East has already advertised 15-17 he must have all the missing high
cards with the possible exception of one of the missing Jacks. So at Trick 2 you lead a Spade to
Dummy’s Ace and then, when East plays low on the second round, you finesse the Jack with
complete confidence. That’s 10 tricks for those who count, but only 9 for the rule-followers.

Announcement: Effective 4/1/2012, all ACBLsanctioned bridge games held in Bloomington-Normal
are fragrance free. Please be respectful of those who
are fragrance intolerant. Thank you!

Remember: All Bloomington-Normal duplicate events adhere to
the ACBL’s zero tolerance for unacceptable behavior. Do
NOT let this person’s conduct rub off on you!!

Upcoming tournaments:

Towanda [Bloomington] Sectional
Jul 13-15, 2018
Towanda Community Building
103 S. Jefferson St., Towanda, IL 61701

Illinois Senior Olympics
Aug 28, 2018 – 1:00PM
Erins Pavillion
4965 S 2nd St, Springfield, IL 62703

